
2012-2013 Out of Catchment Transportation Fees 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 
 
 
Question:  My child is in French Immersion, will I have to pay a fee? 
Answer:  The French Immersion Program is a district program in that the catchment for French 
Immersion is the entire district.  Therefore no bussing fees for the 2012-2013 school year will apply to 
French Immersion students’ families. 

Question:  Why wasn’t there more consultation with parents and community regarding the 
implementation of bussing fees? 
Answer:  Bussing fees were first introduced in April 2012 during the budget process as a revenue 
generating line item and the 12-13 budget was passed on May 8, 2012.  It was intended to notify 
parents as soon as possible that bus fees had been approved.  However due to the Board of Education 
reconsidering the motion to charge fees at the June 19, 2012 meeting it was important not to inform 
parents until a final decision had been made.  While we understand the timing is not ideal, it was 
important that we didn’t implement a sensitive initiative such as bus fees without a final decision.  
Information meetings are scheduled for the week of June 25th and we will hold more meetings to gather 
feedback in the Fall. 
 
Question:  I was told by my catchment area Principal that classes were too full and that I needed to 
enroll my child in a school outside my catchment.  Do I have to pay? 
Answer:  This is called a special circumstance and may be referred to or categorized as a “District 
Initiated School Assignment Out of Catchment”.  The District administration team will be reviewing 
these special circumstances with Principals in order for the District to verify that classes are indeed 
“full”.  If it is confirmed that classes are too full and you have been told to move to a school outside your 
catchment the fee will not apply to you.  If it is not confirmed that classes were too full and it was a 
parental choice to move schools the fee will apply. 
 
Question:  What is a catchment and how can I find mine? 
Answer:  A catchment is an area, usually a neighbourhood or group of neighbourhoods surrounding the 
school,  assigned to each school where it is determined the children in that area will attend that school.  
You can find a description of each catchment attached to Policy 461 found on our website at 
http://www.sd8.bc.ca/Policy/461SchoolChoice&Catchments.pdf .  Also in this policy are many 
definitions that may help in understanding the terminology. 
 
Question:  My child’s Principal is the Principal of 2 schools.  Does this mean those two schools are in the 
same catchment? 
Answer:  No.  Each school has a catchment which can be found in Policy 461.  Principals may be assigned 
to more than one school but each school has its own catchment. 

http://www.sd8.bc.ca/Policy/461SchoolChoice&Catchments.pdf


 
Question:  Why wouldn’t Trustees meet with parents when requested?  
Answer:  Trustees are happy and willing to meet with parents but often don’t have the technical 
knowledge to answer everyone’s questions.  Trustees like to have staff from the appropriate 
departments, like Transportation or Finance or Education, to be at the meeting to ensure all questions 
can be answered with as much accuracy as and as timely as possible. 
 
Question:  My child has been enrolled at an out of catchment schools for several years.  Does the fee 
apply to me? 
Answer:  Yes 
 
Question:  My child struggles at his catchment school and I would like to move him to an out of 
catchment school for a ‘fresh start’.  Does the fee apply to me? 
Answer:  This is called a special circumstance and may be referred to or categorized as a “District 
Initiated School Assignment Out of Catchment”.  The District administration team will be reviewing 
these special circumstances with Principals in order to determine if the special circumstance is 
warranted or not.    If it is confirmed by the District that your child should move to an out of catchment 
school the fee will not apply.   
 
Question:  Who determines financial hardship?  How is it determined? 
Answer:  Policy 205 (found at http://www.sd8.bc.ca/Policy/205FeesDeposits&FinancialHardship.pdf ) 
determines hardship. 
 
Question:  I was told affected families would be called individually.  Now I am getting the information 
from the website and from my school.  Why wasn’t I called? 
Answer:   The District committed to sending a letter to each affected family which will be mailed to 
family addresses on June 22, 2012.  It is unfortunate if the messaging was perceived to be a phone call 
to each family as this was not the District’s intent. 
 
Question:  If I have a question or a concern who can I contact? 
Answer:  Larry Brown, Director of Operations at 250-354-4871/lbrown@sd8.bc.ca or Kim Morris, 
Secretary Treasurer at 250-354-8004/kmorris@sd8.bc.ca .  You may be directed to your Principal for 
hardship application. 
 
Question:  How do I tell someone that I have a special circumstance? 
Answer:  You may put details of your special circumstances in writing and send them via e-mail to  Larry 
Brown, Director of Operations lbrown@sd8.bc.ca or pop them in the School’s internal mail in an 
envelope addressed to Larry Brown at the Maintenance Office or mail them via Canada Post to Larry 
Brown, Maintenance Department, 90 Lakeside Drive, Nelson BC, V1L 6B9.  District staff will work with 
principals to determine special circumstances and once a decision has been made regarding your 
circumstances you will be contacted directly. 
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Question:  How do I tell someone that I need to access the hardship policy? 
Answer:  Policy 205  speaks to the process.  You would need to discuss this with your Principal. 
 
Question:  What do I do if I need to move my child from my school of choice to my catchment school? 
Answer:  Contact the Principal at your current to school and tell him that you want to withdraw your 
child.  Go to your catchment school to register your child in his new school. 
 
Question:  The budget documents show that transportation brings in as much revenue as it spends.  In 
other words it breaks even.  Why do you need to charge fees? 
Answer:  Many other areas of the budget do not break even:  special education, operations and 
administration.  If we did not create revenue through transportation fees we would have to cut $80,000 
from somewhere else like teaching staff, programs, educational assistants, additional bus runs or others 
in order to balance the budget. 
 
Question:  My child attends Wildflower in Nelson.  I don’t see a catchment for Wildflower in Policy 461.  
What is Wildflower’s catchment? 
Answer:  Wildflower Nelson was just designated as a school for the 2011-2012 school year.  Because 
Wildflower’s grade configuration in Nelson is Grades 1 to 9 and includes middle school grades, its 
catchment is the same as Trafalgar’s catchment in Policy 261.  Wildflower Creston is newly created for 
the 12-13 school year, is configured for Grades 1-7 and will be housed in the Creston Education Centre 
(old South Creston Elementary School).  Children living in this neighbourhood are in the Adam Robertson 
Elementary School catchment therefore Wildflower Creston’s catchment will be the Adam Robertson 
Elementary School catchment as well.  The Policy Committee will review and update Policy 261 in light 
of changes that are occurring in 2012-2013. 
 
Question:  If parents decide to move their children because of the fee won’t this have a negative impact 
on our smaller rural schools? 
Answer:  In one preliminary analysis we looked at the number of catchment students in School A who 
were attending out of catchment schools (in other words “transfers out”).  Then we looked at School A’s 
students who were coming to School A from other catchments (in other words “transfers in”).  If all of 
those parents had decided not to pay the fee and move their children back to their catchment schools 
the net effect was 6 students or about 1.6% of the school’s population.  The decisions of parents will be 
hard to predict and we won’t know the outcome until September or October but in our preliminary 
analysis the impact was not substantial. 
 
Question:  I would like to pay my fee on-line with my credit card. 
Answer:  This is currently not possible so you will need bring or mail your fees to the School Board Office 
at 570 Johnstone Road, Nelson.  To save postage you may take your envelope with payment to a local 
school and ask them to put it in the “internal mail”.  We are investigating  e-commerce options to allow 
us to accept payments on-line.  Thank you for your patience as we continue our research. 
 
Question:  My children only ride the bus in the afternoon.  Does this mean I only pay 50% of the fee? 



Answer:  No- you will still need to pay $20/month.  Bus routes are organized (budgeted, staffed etc) by 
student name and location only; not whether they ride in the morning or afternoon, or on certain days 
or any combination.  
 
Question:  Are the SD8 transportation fees for bussing officially tax deductible? 
Answer:  You will receive a receipt from School District No. 8 as proof of payment when you pay your 
fees.  However, as ruled by Canada Customs and Revenue Agency (CCRA), school districts’ bussing fees 
for our transportation systems are considered private transportation systems and the fees charged are 
not tax deductible.  Transit is a public transportation system and therefore those fees are tax deductible.  
School Districts are private transportation systems and not tax deductible. 

 
 

Have more questions?  Please send them to Larry or Kim and we’ll do 
our best to answer them and add them to this list for others’ benefit 

as well.   
Thank you for your continued dialogue through this process. 

 
 
 
 
 
 


